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Welcome to St. Philip’s Marsh Nursery School
Welcome back to the second half of the first term.  It is lovely the way all the children have now settled in, making new friends and enjoying all the different activities and experiences.  
The theme for this term is COLOUR AND LIGHT.  The children will be learning about seasonal changes, the Hindu Diwali celebration, fireworks, Christmas, colours and using a wide variety of resources to explore different art techniques.  As well as this, children will be learning new skills and concepts through their small group times.  If you would like to know more about what your child is doing in School, please don’t hesitate to talk to the class teachers or myself.
National Year of Communication
This year has been deemed the ‘Year of Communication’.  Please look at our display in the foyer for some of the many ways in which we try to develop children’s communication skills.  One of the best ways to help your child communicate is the most obvious of all: listen to them and talk to them!  One of the easiest ways to do this is to share books with them, talk about the pictures and what is happening in the story etc.  You are very welcome to borrow books from our School library.
Breakfast and After School Club
Places are still available in our Breakfast and After School Club (Froglets).  Please talk to me or Sharon if you would like to book some sessions.
Photo competition
All the children and staff are taking photos on the theme of colour and light for our photo competition.  An external judge will choose their favourite two pictures from each class and these will be displayed in the School.
Parking

Thank you for your consideration and patience with the parking situation at the School, this is not unique and is an issue for nearly all schools in Bristol.  Please remember that the children’s safety is the top priority at all times.  Please remember to use the pedestrian gate if you are on foot and to ensure the gates are shut behind you.  Thank you.
Stay & Play in the Family Room
We have three Stay & Play sessions per week; Monday, Wednesday and Thursday 9.00 - 11.30 in the Family Room.  These sessions are for children who are on our waiting list and siblings of children who have been in the School.  It is a drop-in session, so there is no need to book in advance.
Gardening volunteers needed
We are trying to organise a gardening group.  If you would like to help in the garden with general jobs like weeding, pruning, general tidying up, repairs etc. please talk to me or your child’s class teacher.  We are thinking of having a regular gardening session on a Wednesday afternoon; people could gather in the Family Room, have a cup of tea and a chat, so it would also be a sociable experience as well as a gardening experience!
Some important dates
Wednesday 30 November - Possible School closure due to industrial action.

Wednesday 14 December – Children’s Christmas dinner (please let your class teacher know as soon as possible if you would like your child to have a school dinner on this day.

Thursday 15 December – Class Christmas parties.

Friday 16 December – Last day of term.

Tuesday 3 January – School closed for INSET training (child protection).

Wednesday 4 January – Children come back to School.
