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Welcome to St. Philip’s Marsh Nursery School


Welcome to all our new children and families, and welcome back to all our returners.  I hope you all had a lovely summer and managed to catch at least a few rays!  

The children are settling in well, making new friends, getting to know their teacher’s and exploring their new environment.  Some children take longer to settle in than others, but please don’t worry because we know that all children will soon be happily and confidently settled.  If you have any concerns at all about your child please don’t hesitate to talk to the class teacher, nursery nurse or myself (Simon Holmes).  We will always do our best to try and help you.


Some Important Dates
Half term….. Monday 24th October   
Friday 28th October.  In-set Day 
(School Closed for Staff Training)… 
Monday 31st October.  Ps. All schools are legally obliged to hold 5 in-set days per year for staff training.
Wrap-around
We still have some places available in our Breakfast and After School Club (Froglets).  The Breakfast Club is open from 8.00am – 9.00am and After School from 3.15pm – 5.45pm.  If you would like to use this service please enquire in the School Office.
Dinner Money
The cost of a school dinner is £2.20.  Please pay in advance with the correct money or a cheque made payable to ‘Bristol City Council’.  Please put it in an envelope with your child’s name and class, and put it in the dinner money boxes provided in each class.

Parking
In all schools parking is an issue with restricted places available, we are no exception!  The best thing to do is walk or cycle if you can, lift share, or if you are in a hurry park in a street nearby.  There are usually spaces in Meriton Street.  Unfortunately the British Legion have chained off their Car Park so this is no longer available.  The Fruit Market Car Park is still available for AFTERNOONS ONLY.  Alternatively you can use our Breakfast Club and avoid the rush altogether.  Please remember that children’s safety is our number one priority, and to be patient and considerate at all times.



School Crossing Patrol
We are very fortunate to have a ‘Lollipop Lady’, Heidi Taylor.  If need to cross the road please use her.  This will ensure your safety and also help to teach your child road safety.



















Digital Media Work in the School
Many thanks to Sarah Moore (Governor) for this contribution to our newsletter;
As a parent and fairly new Governor at St. Philip’s Marsh Nursery I have discovered some exciting work that is going on that I wanted you to know about.  Over the last 3 years  the Nursery has invested in new technology for our children to use such as digital cameras, touch screen computers, digital robots etc.  St. Philip’s is one of the first in the country to do this making them unique in what they are offering our children.
The benefits to child development are enormous; children are exploring their creativity, developing communication, learning about their environment whilst also making these technologies second nature.  The children are free to use the equipment taking photos of each other and the world around them, then editing and printing, playing games, telling stories and laughing together.  In some instances children have developed skills enabling them to start primary school in a much stronger position than they   previously might have.
The teachers too are working incredibly hard, being challenged to learn new digital media and finding creative ways to incorporate it into all aspects of the curriculum.  The classroom computers are linked so pictures and knowledge is easily shared.
There is definitely a buzz of excitement at the Nursery with many new aspects yet to come, involving us parents too!  So keep a look out for your child’s wonderful work throughout the school year and if you have any ideas to help the work continue and develop please let us know.




















Stay & Play Sessions
We hold ‘Stay & Play’ Sessions every Monday, Wednesday and Thursday between 9.00am – 11.00am in our Family Room.  The sessions are run by Tamar and are open to all parents/carers with children on the waiting list, parents/carers of children under 3yrs with brothers or sisters in the school, or parents/carers who have had a child here who has since moved on to infants school.
This year we are working in partnership with Barton Hill Family Centre.  Wendy from the Family Centre has been working alongside Tamar to help build social networks, friendship groups and support networks, and also to provide confidential advice about anything you might want to talk about.  We are also hoping to be able to start a coffee morning for all parents at the school.  Please talk to Tamar or myself if you are able to volunteer to help in any of these sessions.
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